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[N° XL. ] Saturday, Nov. 5. 1785. 


To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER., 


SIR, 

N the works of your predeceflors, as well as in every other book 
of didactic wifdom, much ftrefs is laid on the advantages of a 
cultivated education, of an early acquaintance with the celebrated 
authors of antiquity. From Cicero downwards, (and indeed much 
more anciently than Cicero), the benefits of learning have been enu- 
merated, which is held forth as the fureft road to refpedt, to ad- 

vancement, and to happinefs. 

There was a time, Mr Lounger, when this was my own opi- 
nion; and, feconded by the withes of my parents, I early applied 
myfelf to every branch of learning which their circumftances, ra- 
ther narrow ones, could fet within my reach. As I was intended 
for the church, I received an academical education fuited to that 
profeffion; and acquired befides a confiderable knowledge, as was 
generally allowed, in different departments of fcience not abfolute- 
ly requifite to the fituation of a clergyman, For the acquifition of 
thefe I was indebted to the generous afliftance of a gentleman whofe 
godfon I happened to be. He ufed to fay, that a clergyman in this 
country fhould know fomething more than divinity; that he mutt 
be the phyfician, the geographer, and the naturalift of his parifh: 
and accordingly, to the fcanty allowance of my father, he made 
an addition equal to the procuring me an opportunity of acquiring 
the different branches of knowledge connected with thefe fludies, 

By the favour of the fame gentleman, I lately procured a recom- 
mendation to a friend of his, a Baronet in my native county, 
who has in his gift the prefentation to a confiderable living, of 
which the prefent incumbent is in fuch a valetudinary ftate, as 
makes his furviving long a matter of very little probability. To 
this recommendation a very favourable anfwer was received, ex- 
preflive of the great regard which the Baronet and his family bore 
to the gentleman who patronifed me, and accompanied with what 
we thought a very fortunate piece of condefcenfion and politenefs, 
an invitation for me to fpend a week or two at the Baronet’s coun- 
try-feat during the autumn vacation. Of this I need not fay how 
happy we were to accept. My family rejoiced at the introduction 
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which 1 was about to procure to the notice and complacency of a 
great man’s houfe, and confidered it as the return which they had 
always hoped for all their trouble and expence about my educa- 
tion. My own pride was not filent on the fubject. I looked on 
this vifit as an opportunity afforded me of difplaying the talents 
with which I flattered myfelf I was endowed, and the knowledge 
I had been at fuch pains to attain. 

When I arrived at the Baronet’s, I found him and his Lady a 
good deal difappointed with my appearance and addrefs, which I 
now firft perceived to want fomething which was effential to good 
company. I felt an aukwardnefs which my want of mixing with 
the world had occafioned, and an embarraflment which all my 
knowledge did not enable me to overcome, For thefe, however, 
Sir John and Lady F— felt rather compaflion than difpleafure, 
and delivered me over to the valet de chambre, to make me fome- 
what fmarter, as they called it, by having my hair more modithly 
drefled, and the cut of my coat altered; an improvement which I| 
rather felt as an indignity, than acknowledged as a favour. Thefe 
preliminaries being adjufted, I was fuffered to come into company, 
where I expected to make up for the deficiency of my exterior, by 
difplaying the powers of my mind, and the extent of my know- 
ledge. But I difcovered to my infinite mortification, that my former 
{tudies had been altogether mifapplied, and that in my prefent 
fituation they availed me nothing. My knowledge of the learned 
languages, of claflical authors, of the hiftory, the philofophy and the 
poetry of the ancients, I met with no occafion to introduce, and no 
hearers to underftand ; but it was found that I could neither carve, 
play whift, fing a catch, or make up one in acountry dance. A 
young lady, a vifitor of the family, who was faid to be a great 
reader, tried me with the enigmas of the Lady’s Magazine, and de- 
clared me impracticably dull. Geography, aftronomy, or natural 
hiftory, Sir John and his companions neither underftood nor cared 
for; but fome of them reminded the Baronet, in my prefence, of a 
clergyman they had met with in one of their excurfions, a man of 
the moft complete education, who was allowed to be the beft Bowler 
in the county, a dead fhot, rode like the devil, (thefe were the 
gentleman’s words), and was a fure hand at finding a hare. 

If thefe qualities are not very clerical, they may however be. 
deemed innocent; but I find from the difcourfe of the family, that 
fome other things are required of Sir John’s parfon, which it would 
not be fo eafy for a good confcience to comply with. He muft now 
and then drink a couple of bottles, when the company chufes to be 
frolickfome; he muft wink at certain indecencies in language, and 
irregularities in behaviour ; and once, when Sir John had fat rather 
longer 
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dJonger than ufual after dinner, he told me, that a clergyman to be 
an honeft fellow muft have nothing of religion about him. 
In the feclufion of a college 1 may perhaps have over-rated, the 
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ufefulnefs of fcience, and the value of intellectual endowments; my 
pride of {cholarfhip, therefore, | fhould be willing to overcome, fince 
1 find that learning confers fo little eftimation in the world: but as 
on the fcore of qualifications I am incapable of what is defired, and 
in the article of indulgencies will never fubmit to what is expected ; 
is it not my duty, Mr Lounger, to refign my pretenfions to the 
living which was promifed me? Though I dread the reproaches of 
my parents, whom the profpect of having me fo foon provided for 
had made happy; though I fear to offend my benefadtor who re- 
commended me to Sir John, and at the fame time affured me that 
he was one of the beft fort of men he knew; yet furely to purchafe 
patronage and favour by fuch arts is unworthy, to infure them by 
fuch compliances is criminal, Iam, &c, 
MODESTUS. 
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In the courfe of my late excurfion to the country, I have feen 
fome inftances of the evil complained of by my correfpondent, 
which equally furprifed and grieved me. The proprietor of a coun- 
try parifh, if he has the true pride and feeling of his ftation, will 
confider himfelf 2s a kind of fovereign of the domain; bound, like 
all other fovereigns, as much for his own fake as for theirs, to pro- 
mote the interefts and the happinefs of his people. So much of 
both depend on the choice of their paftor, that perhaps there is no 
appointment which he has the power of making, more material to 
the profperity and good order of his eftate. , "The advantages of ra- 
tional religion, or the evils which arife from its abufe, which are 
often the effects of a proper or improper nomination of a clergy- 
man, form a character of the people of a diftrict not more important 
to their morals and eternal interefts, than to their temporal welfare 
and profperity. 

1 was very much pleafed, in my late vifit at Cilonel Cau/lic’s, with 
the appearance and deportment of the clergyman of his parifh, who 
was a frequent vifitor of my friend’s and his fitter’s. The Colonel, 
after drawing his character in a very favourable way, concluded 
with telling me, that he had feen fomething of the world, having 
officiated in the early part of his life as the chaplain of a regiment. 
To this circumftance, I confefs, I was inclined to impute fome of 
the Colonel’s predilection in his favour; but a little acquaintance 
with him convinced me, that he had done the good man no more 
than juftice in his eulogium., There was fomething of a placid 
dignity in his afpeét; of a politenefS, not of form, but of fenti- 
ment, 
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ment, in his manner; of a mildnefs, undebafed by flattery, in his 
converfation, equally pleafing and refpectable. He had now no 





family, as Mifs Cauftic informed me, having had the misfortune to 
lofe his wife, and two chiidren fhe had brought him, a good many 
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years ago. But his parifhioners are his family, faid fhe, His 
look indeed was parental, with fomething above the cares, but not 
the charities of this world; and over a caft of ferioufnefs, and 
perhaps melancholy, that feemed to be referved for himfelf, there 
was an eafy chearfulnefs, and now and then a gaiety, that {poke 
to the innocent pleafures of life a language of kindnefs and in- 
dulgence. 

“ °Tis the religion of a gentleman,” faid Colonel Cauftic.— 
** °Tis the religion of a philofopher,” faid 1—‘* ’Tis fomething 
more ufeful than either,” faid his fifter, “ Did you know his 
labours as I have fometimes occafion to do! The compofer of 
differences; the promoter of peace and of contentment; the en- 
courager of induftry, fobriety, and all the virtues that make the 
lower ranks profperous and happy. He gives to religion a cer- 
tain gracioufnefs which allures to its fervice, yet in his own con- 
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“ duct he takes lefs indulgence than many that preach its terrors. 


The duties of his function are his pleafures, and his doctrine is, 
that every man will experience the fame thing, if he brings his 
mind fairly to the trial: that to fill our ftation well is in every 
{tation to be happy.” 

“* The great and the wealthy, I have heard the good man fay,” 
continued the excellent fifter of my friend, ‘* to whom refinement 
“ and fancy open a thoufand fources of delight, do not make the 
proper allowance for the inferior rank of men. That rank has 
{carce any exercife of mind or imagination but one, and that 
one is religion; we are not to wonder if it fometimes wanders 
into the gloom of fuperftition, or the wilds of enthufiafm. 
To keep this principle warm but pure, to teach it as the gofpel 
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“has taught it, ‘the mother of good works,’ as encouraging, 


“ 


not excufing our duties, the guide at the fame time, and the 


© fweetner of life: to difpenfe this facred treafure as the balm of 


** diftrefs, the cordial of difeafe, the conqueror of death! thefe are 


“ the privileges which I enjoy, which I hope I have ufed for the 


“ good of my people: they have hitherto fhed fatisfaction on my 


“ life, and | truft will fmooth its clofe !” 


© °Yis the religion of a Chriftian!” faid Mifs Cauftic. 


ED IN B.U R G H: 


Publifhhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° XLI, 





